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OIL AND GAS IMMIGRATION 


Spills up 
by 17 
percent 
in state 


Twenty-two incidents are 
under investigation for 
contaminated water wells. 


By Bruce Finley 
The Denver Post 


Oil and gas spills across Colora- 
do increased in 2017 after two 
years of decline, with companies 
reporting nearly a dozen mishaps 
per week — including numerous 
leaks along pipelines and at least 
six cases in which hydrocarbons 
flowed directly into waterways. 

A review of the latest state data 
also shows 22 incidents under in- 
vestigation in which gas appar- 
ently contaminated domestic wa- 
ter wells. 

The industrial spills disclosed to 
the Colorado Oil and Gas Conser- 
vation Commission show continu- 
ing environmental harm as the to- 
tal number of active wells state- 
wide surpassed 55,000. Oil and gas 
companies in 2017 produced oil 
and gas worth about $10.6 billion. 

Their operations are concen- 
trated in Weld County, north of 
metro Denver, with more than 
23,700 wells. Garfield County in 
western Colorado has more than 
11,400 wells. Closer to Denver, 
companies have drilled about 400 
wells in Boulder County and 989 
in Adams County. 

State lawmakers created the 
COGCC to regulate oil and gas 
development while protecting 
people and the environment. In 
2017, COGCC enforcers imposed 
an all-time high $7,166,851 in pen- 
alties for violations of rules. 

On Thursday, leaders of Con- 
servation Colorado, one of the 
state’s largest environmental or- 
ganizations, raised concerns that 
spills increasingly degrade Colo- 
rado’s land, air and water and 
urged lawmakers to do more to 
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Gov. John Hickenlooper shakes hands Thursday after delivering his final State of 
the State address at the Capitol in Denver. Joe Amon, The Denver Post 


Hickenlooper outlines 
ambitious agenda, plus 
unfinished business 


By John Frank, Brian Eason 
and Jesse Paul The Denver Post 


In his final State of the State address, 
Gov. John Hickenlooper outlined an ambi- 
tious agenda for a state that transformed 
under his watch into one of the nation’s 
most vibrant economies — and yet still 
struggles to meet the demands of a growing 
population. 

The term-limited Democrat painted a 
disparate picture of two Colorados on 
Thursday as he called for solutions to some 
of the state’s most pressing problems, per- 
haps none more urgent than those stem- 
ming from the growing urban-rural divide. 

Even as he outlined ambitious goals, 
Hickenlooper struck a reflective tone in 
his 49-minute address, recalling that the 
“economy was in disarray” when he took 
office seven years ago and recounting the 
steps his administration took to help the 
state reach the lowest unemployment 
rate in the nation in 2017. 

But the governor lingered on his 
achievements for only so long before he 
outlined eight priorities for the legislative 


session — an agenda that focuses on ad- 
dressing immediate needs as well as re- 
solving age-old conflicts that he feels are 
being overlooked. 

Hickenlooper identified the solvency of 
the state’s public pension fund, the need 
for high-speed internet in rural areas, the 
danger of abandoned oil and gas wells, and 
the deadly opioid epidemic as some of the 
top priorities for lawmakers to tackle in 
the 120-day term. 

In his annual address to a joint session of 
the General Assembly and an interview af- 
terward, the governor also demanded a so- 
lution to the state’s $828 million education 
funding deficit, called for a rewrite of a 
constitutional requirement that is hurting 
rural areas and endorsed a tax hike for 
road improvements. 

“Coloradans deserve the opportunity to 
vote on whether we need new resources 
and where they should come from,” Hick- 
enlooper said, drawing applause from 
Democratic lawmakers but not Republi- 
cans. “It’s time to go to the voters.” 

In his office moments after the speech, 
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NEW TAX GUIDELINES 


Workers will have to double-check their paychecks 


By Damian Paletta 
The Washington Post 


Millions of Americans will 
need to use a new Internal Reve- 
nue Service tool to ensure their 
new paychecks are accurate, 
Trump administration officials 
said Thursday as they issued 
guidelines for implementing the 


recently passed tax law. 

The guidelines are necessary 
for businesses to calculate how 
much to withhold in taxes from 
employees’ paychecks begin- 
ning as soon as next month. The 
White House said Thursday 
businesses should make these 
adjustments by Feb. 15, part of 
the administration’s push for 


millions of workers to see big- 
ger paychecks as quickly as pos- 
sible. 

In rushing the process, the 
Treasury Department is asking 
companies to rely on outdated 
forms to help determine how 
much to withhold. 

A senior IRS official said 
Thursday that Americans with 


simple tax situations probably 
would get accurate paychecks 
next month. But many Ameri- 
cans, including those who tend 
to itemize their tax returns, 
would need to use the online 
tool to ensure they aren’t dra- 
matically overpaying or under- 
paying their taxes. 
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White 
House 
rejects 
efforts 


In spiking bipartisan 
plan, Trump’s vulgar 
comment shocks D.C. 


By Alan Fram 
and Jonathan Lemire 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» In bluntly vulgar 
language, President Donald 
Trump questioned Thursday why 
the U.S. would accept more immi- 
grants from Haiti and “shithole 
countries” in Africa rather than 
places such as Norway, as he re- 
jected a bipartisan immigration 
deal, according to people briefed 
on the extraordinary Oval Office 
conversation. 

Trump’s contemptuous de- 
scription of an entire continent 
startled lawmakers in the meeting 
and immediately revived charges 
that the president is racist. The 
White House did not deny his re- 
mark but issued a statement say- 
ing Trump supports immigration 
policies that welcome “those who 
can contribute to our society.” 

Trump’s comments came as 
senators presented details of a bi- 
partisan compromise that would 
extend protections against depor- 
tation for hundreds of thousands 


of young immigrants — and 
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USING POT MONEY 
TO BATTLE CRIME 


$21.5 million in marijuana tax 
revenue will be used to steer 
addicts and the mentally ill 
toward treatment and housing 
instead of incarceration. »2A 


BUSINESS 


SPENDING BUT FEW 
HOMES TO BUY 


Economist Elliot Eisenberg says 
Americans are splurging on 
luxury items but not homes 
because of a chronic shortage of 
for-sale housing. »9A 
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3 DAYS 


ONLY! 


Save even more on 


REDEEM JAN. 12-14 ONLY! 


DOWNLOAD COUPONS AT 


impleTruth.com or our app 
DOWNLOAD once and use up to 5 TIMES s 
in the same transaction! 


1.49 


WITH CARD & 

DIGITAL COUPON 
Simple Truth Organic 
Peanut Butter 

16 oz or Simple Truth Organic 
Apple Juice, 64 fl oz; 

Select Varieties 


Weekly sale price without digital 
coupon is $2.49-$3.49 each 
with Card. While supplies last. 


1.49 


WITH CARD & 
DIGITAL COUPON 
Simple Truth 
Plant 

Based Milk 


Select Varieties, 64 fl oz 


Weekly sale price without digital 
coupon is $2.49 each with Card. 


While supplies last. 


1.99 


WITH CARD & 
DIGITAL COUPON 
Simple Truth 
Vapor 

Distilled Water 


24-Pack, 16.9 fl oz 


6 


Weekly sale price without digital coupon is $4.99 each with Card. While supplies last. 


